
Under the Dome with DeAngelo 
An Update on the New Jersey State Government by Assemblyman Wayne DeAngelo 

(September 2015) 

 

 

Welcome back to Under the Dome!  I hope the end of the summer finds you and your families 

well.   As with most offices and businesses took a little bit of respite to enjoy the final summer 

days, the State Legislature was in recess as well.   There was very little legislative activity or 

action taken by the state's executive branch.  But, I wanted use this opportunity to remind 

everyone about a few deadlines affecting our households in the coming months.  

 

New car seat laws 
On September 1, 2015, a new law went into effect to implement some to the nation's most 

restrictive safety guidelines for child car seats in our state.  Under the new law:  

 Children under age 2 and under 30 pounds must be in a five-point harness, rear-facing car 

seat regardless of height.  

 Children older than 2 and under age 4 and 40 lbs must be in a front or rear-facing, five-

point harness in the vehicle's back seat 

 Children ages 4 to 8 or 57 inches tall must be in a car seat or booster seat in the back seat.  

They can use the "regular" seat belts once they reach 8 years old or the height 

requirement.  

 

The Federal Centers for Disease Prevention does not recommend that a child ride in the front 

seat of a vehicle until they are older than 12 years of age.   Fines ranging from $50 to $75 could 

be handed down for motorists who do not adhere to the booster and car seat laws.   If you have 

questions about your child's car seat requirements, visit the state's Division of Highway Traffic 

Safety website.  

 

"Senior Freeze" property tax reimbursement program 
The final deadline of October 15, 2015 for the Property Tax Reimbursement program – 

commonly known as “Senior Freeze” or the “blue book application” – is quickly approaching.  

While those senior citizens or disabled residents who have previously received the benefit before 

have likely received their application for this year in the mail, it is important to make sure that it 

is filed each and every year to remain eligible.    

 

Those individuals who have never been in the program will first need to establish your “base 

year” in order to receive benefits. Upon approval to participate in the program, the amount you 

pay in property taxes is “frozen” at the current level. By submitting an application this year, a 

resident's “base year” of eligibility will be established  to receive future reimbursements. 

According to the Division of Taxation, applicants must meet all of the following requirements:  

 Household income in 2013 did not exceed $84,289 and below $70,000 in household 

income in 2014  

 Age 65 or older or receiving Social Security disability benefits 

 NJ resident for at least 10 years 

 Homeowner at your current address for at least three years 

 Fully up-to-date on your property tax bill 



 

Those applicants whose income was below $70,000 (in 2014) and $85,553 (in 2013) can 

establish "base year" eligibility for future reimbursements.  However, they will not receive a 

reimbursement this year; they will though receive applications directly from taxation next year to 

apply for a 2015 benefit.   

 

For applications or to check the status of a pending application, please contact my office at (609) 

631-7501.   

 

Voter Registration 
Statistics have shown that voter turnout this year, for instance the June 15 primary election, were 

extremely low.   While many are already focused on the presidential election of 2016, it is 

important to voice your opinion at the polls each and every year.   For those only interested in the 

presidential election, why not make sure you are registered before next year's primary?   

 

Unfortunately, New Jersey's law do not yet allow for voters to register on Election Day directly 

at the polls so it is important to be aware of deadlines for either voting by mail or voting in-

person.  

 Deadline to register to vote in the 2015 General Election: October 13, 2015 

 Vote-by-mail:  Requests for a mail-in ballot can be made between September 19, 2015 

and October 27, 2015.   Mail-in ballots must be received by November 2, 2015.  

 

For more information about registering or your voting district, log on to www.njelections.org  

 

I hope the school year has begun smoothly for families and school faculty alike, and that it will 

be an educational and rewarding year for all!  I look forward to seeing you back here Under the 

Dome next month.  

 

Editor’s Note:  Assemblyman Wayne DeAngelo (D-Hamilton) represents the 14
th

 Legislative 

District which includes parts of Mercer and Middlesex counties.  He can be reached at 

AsmDeAngelo@njleg.org;  phone (609) 631-7501; www.WayneDeAngelo.com; Facebook: 

Assemblyman Wayne DeAngelo; or Twitter: @DeAngeloLD14. 
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