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The weather outside might be freezing cold, but the action Under the Dome in the State House is 

red hot this month.  Now, mid-way through the current legislative session, dozens measures of 

all varying level of significance are actively under consideration.  

 

The reauthorization of the Transportation Trust Fund (TTF) will be one of the most hotly 

debated and controversial issues facing New Jersey.  The Fund -- which is the main way topay 

for repairs and construction of roads and bridges as well as mass transit projects -- will be 

depleted as of July 1, 2015.   It is funded by gas and sales taxes along with highway tolls and 

federal aid.   Without reauthorization of these revenue streams or identifying alternatives, these 

transportation projects will come to a standstill.  

 

By some estimates, there are 600 structurally deficient roads and bridges across our state.  The 

Department of Transportation (DOT) has been forced to close several bridges because of safety 

concerns while parts of major highways have been shutdown in order to make emergency repairs 

from deteriorating road conditions.  In order to avoid larger scale infrastructure shutdowns, the 

DOT, leading legislators and the Governor’s office, are working to devise a plan to reauthorize 

the TTF with the smallest impact on motorists and taxpayers.    

 

Ultimately, we need to ensure that our roadways are safe for all so that lack of funding does not 

lead to fatalities.  As bridges and roads need to be closed because of deteriorating conditions, 

commuters and motorist as well as commercial and business activities will feel impact of 

continuing to avoid a permanent solution to adequately funding the TTF.  Tough decisions will 

need to be made in the coming months.  

 

In many homes in New Jersey, parents are making the decision as how to best prepare their 

children in grades 3 through 11 for new standardized testing.  Commonly known as PARCC 

testing (named after the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers 

organization that developed the test), these tests are considered to be more in-depth in areas of 

reading comprehension and critical thinking in order to align with Common Core Standards.   

Testing is to take place in March and in May of the school year. 

 

Many parents and teachers believe that the questions are too confusing and require too much 

classroom time to prepare for testing as opposed to focusing on curriculum.   Advocates of the 

PARCC test believe that it helps prepare for the job market and college.   

 

Because of the unresolved issues with the testing, my legislative colleagues have introduced 

several measures on the issues.  Pending bills range from a three-year moratorium on PARCC 

tests to allowing parents to opt-their children out of the testing to requiring educational 

alternatives for students who are not taking the tests to putting safeguards on how the student 

data is disclosed.  Since these proposals are new, and testing is anticipated to take place in 

March, it is too soon to tell if changes to this year’s test will be enacted.   What is for sure, 

however, is that lawmakers will be closely monitoring this issue to ensure that we are not 

overburdening our students or our teachers on testing that may not show results for our children.   



 

Just as we need to make sure that our next generation is prepared for the job market, we need to 

make sure that we ensure grow industries and create jobs for the future.   Recently, I joined in 

sponsoring a bill that would create the New Jersey Advanced Manufacturing Council to create 

industry-led public-private partnerships to find ways to engage higher education in 

manufacturing innovation.   Advanced manufacturing consists of four areas: chemical; computer 

and electronic products; machinery; and transportation equipment.   

 

Since 2001, New Jersey has lost more than 180,000 manufacturing jobs which make up only six 

percent of the state’s total employment.  The state Department of Labor and Workforce 

Development claims that advanced manufacturing contributes to only $17 billion of the state’s 

GDP, or the equivalent of 3.6 percent of all state output.   Given the resources of our state, we 

need to increase this number.   

 

If the measure is passed, the Council would design and implement advanced manufacturing 

initiatives across state departments and agencies.   It also would assist private companies in 

enhancing technological transfers between manufacturing industries to help companies overcome 

related obstacles while scaling up production of new technologies.  Finally, the Council would 

report annually on ways to enhance state policies to support the advanced manufacturing field.  

 

Manufacturing production in New Jersey is far smaller of an industry than is should be in 

comparison to our economy and the resources we have to reach markets through our ports and 

roads. We need this council to serve as a conduit to reinvigorate manufacturing in order to create 

blue collar jobs and grow the economy.   I am hopeful for this bill to continue to move through 

the legislative process in the spring legislative sessions.  

 

At the end of the month, Governor Christie will deliver the annual Budget Address to the 

Legislature to lay out his proposed spending plan for Fiscal Year 2016.   It is anticipated that, 

once again, there will be a budget shortfall since revenue projections from last year have not 

performed as expected.   In next month’s column, I will lay out some of the highlights of the 

Governor’s proposal as the Legislature will begin reviewing the spending priorities for our state.  

 

One final note, many families often struggle in the cold winter months to pay their heating and 

utilities bills, especially if they are faced with job loss or a sudden loss of income in their family.  

If you, or someone, you know is struggling with a high utility bills throughout the year, there are 

programs available, based on income eligibility, that can help.  Please contact my office for more 

information and we can seek to find the right program that may help make ends meet.  

 

Stay warm in the winter cold, and I will see you back here Under the Dome next month.  

 

Editor’s Note:  Assemblyman Wayne DeAngelo (D-Hamilton) represents the 14
th

 Legislative 

District which includes parts of Mercer and Middlesex counties.  He can be reached at 

AsmDeAngelo@njleg.org;  phone (609) 631-7501; www.WayneDeAngelo.org  or Facebook: 

Assemblyman Wayne DeAngelo. 
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